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We see them everywhere we go – at at the off-ramps of inter-
states, under bridges, in the park. Some of them hold signs. Others 
shake a cup full of loose change. Some say something to you, while 
others just watch or look down at their feet. They are Birmingham’s 
homeless.

As we drive or walk past, thoughts and questions flood our 
minds. How did they end up on the streets? Why doesn’t he or she 
just go get a job? After all they’ve been through, I wonder if they 
believe in Jesus. Do they still have dreams? We rarely stop to talk 
to them – we’re too busy to step into the story of someone who is 
clearly suffering.

I went out to Linn Park, one of the many parks where the home-
less spend their days, and asked them some of these questions.

Question #1: How did you become homeless?
When [my mom] died, the house got foreclosed on, and things 

just started to change. The more I started hanging out with the 
wrong folks, the more I started doing drugs. I started working for 
[a drug dealer], carrying pistols and being what I call a guinea pig 
or a scapegoat to keep folks off him. It was drugs and alcohol [that 
caused me to become homeless]. –G

I had lost my job because I had knee surgery. That was about six 
years ago, so for the last six years, I’ve been bouncing around from 
place to place and trying to find work. It’s been very hard. It all goes 

back to me losing my job when I had 
knee surgery. It was just a matter of 
circumstance.  –Beverly

I was forced to resign pastoring. 
Nobody made me leave. I left. I 
told my congregation, “We need to 
change the day that we worship.” I 
told them that in 1986. They smiled 
and said we ain’t going to do that, 
so I’ve been gone since. I’ve been 
homeless a lot.  –Charles

I became homeless because I 
drank too much. I quit drinking for 
three and a half years and still was 
homeless. Nobody did anything — 
the city, nobody. Every day is tough. 
–Mark

Question #3: What do you want to do with your future?
My goal is to own my own daycare because I love kids. And the 

dream is for my kids to be happy.  –Shaunta

I’d like to be mayor because I would do more to help the home-
less than what our present mayor is doing. There’s a lot more that 
he could be doing for us. –Beverly

I pray every day and ask God to give me the will and desire to be 
a better man and a better father to my children. –G

Question #2: Why don’t you go get a job?
Now my knee is better, but not a lot of places want to hire when 
you have had have knee surgery. They think you’re a liability. I’ve 
gotten to the point where I don’t even tell them. –Beverly

Anytime you ask someone for a job, they say, “No sir, we’re not hir-
ing because you can’t handle a computer.” I like working with my 
hands. I’m a man who can do roofing, brick masonry, tree cutting, 
landscaping, buffing, painting, martial arts. I can do a lot of things, 
but you wouldn’t know that.  [I’ve] been looking for a job for over 
eight years.  –Jamaica

Answering the questions you’re 
too afraid to ask

Beverly became homeless when she lost her job after a knee surgery.

Churches come out to the park on Saturdays to feed the homeless.

Mark spends his days in Linn Park.

“You take each day ... and make the most 
of it, because once it’s gone, you can’t get 

it back.” -Jimmy 
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Be yourself. Being yourself will get your farther than trying to be 
fake. –Dominique

We’re all part of God’s creation. God created the world and all 
[its] inhabitants, and we’re basically here to glorify him. –Rita

From living out here, I’ve learned that each day is not promised 
to you. You take each day and seize it and live it and make the most 
of it, because once it’s gone, you can’t get it back. You’ve gotta do 
that because if you don’t, you’re just going to exist. Life isn’t worth 
it if you’re just going to exist. –Jimmy

You gotta love yourself. If you don’t love yourself, nobody else 
will love you. –King

Do the godly thing and try to help those in need because you’re 
going to get blessings in return for that. –Shaunta

Next time you see a homeless person, take a moment to stop and 
talk to them. They want to connect with you. Like all of us, they 
have a story to share, and they want to share it. The question is: will 
you take the time to hear their stories?

If you are interested in serving the homeless and helping them 
get back into normal society, Exodus magazine has a list of local 
nonprofits that provide wholistic services to Birmingham’s home-
less population. Check it out at exodusmagazine.com/homeless.

Question #4: If you could tell the world anything, what would 
you say?

Jamaica and his friends play chess to pass the time. 
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