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Remembering the past
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Birmingham is considered to be one of  the key spots of  the Civil 
Rights Movement that took place approximately 50 years ago, and over 
the past 26 years, Joe Minter has turned his lawn into a commemora-
tion of  the Civil Rights Movement and other major events that served 
as turning points in U.S. history.

Minter’s lawn is the manifestation of  what he calls a “vision from 
God.” It is the home of  dozens of  monuments centering around black 
history, such as the Birmingham jail, as well as memorials to other 
tragedies such as the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

Minter builds these monuments out of  objects that others would 
normally throw out. They are constructed out of  anything - old signs, 
scrap metal, shoes and toys. Many would consider Minter’s yard to be 
full of  scrap metal, but to truly understand it, you have to experience it 
for yourself.



Joe Minter’s yard is enclosed by a chain-link fence, hiding many 
of these monuments from passerbys. To experience what Minter has 
created, visitors must be willing to go past the gate and enter into 
Minter’s world. Most of what visitors see has some type of meaning 
to it - whether it be religious, social or political. Perhaps one of the 
biggest themes resonating across Minter’s yard is that of Civil Rights 
era social justice and human rights. Minter has written human rights 
slogans  on everything from old pieces of metal to Christian crosses.

Minter is not afraid to 
mix messages of justice with 
Christian iconography and 
expressions. Replications of 
both the Twin Towers de-
stroyed in the 2001 terrorist 
attacks and the Birmingham 
jail bear religious messag-
es. Many of these messages 
focus on the idea of repenting 
from the wrongs committed 
by Americans and acts com-
mitted against the United 
States.
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